
ORDINANCE NO 2020-97 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING THE PROHIBITION OF MASS GATHERINGS OF MORE THAN 

TEN (10) NON-HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS WITHIN THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO, IN ORDER TO 

LIMIT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, ALLOWING FOR CIVIL PENALTIES, AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Ohio, in Article XVIII, Section 3, grants municipalities 
the authority to exercise all powers of local self-government and to enforce local police, sanitary, 
and other similar regulations as are not in conflict with the general laws; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to this constitutional home rule authority, the people of the City of Kent have 
adopted a Charter and Codified Ordinances to exercise the powers of local self-government and 
enforce local police power regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the City has substantial, legitimate interests in preserving and maintaining the health 
of Kent residents, members of the university community, including students, and guests by 
stopping the spread of COVI D-19; and 

WHEREAS, COVI D-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death and can 
be easily spread from person to person; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported over 4 million cases 
of COVID-19 in the United States, resulting in over 156,000 deaths; and 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health announced confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in the State of Ohio, creating a dangerous condition that may affect the health, safety, 
and welfare of the citizens of Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, on that same date Governor Mike DeWine declared a state of emergency for the 
entire State of Ohio to protect the well-being of the citizens of Ohio from the dangerous effects of 
COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 endangers the lives of the citizens and residents of Kent, creating an 
emergency to life and public safety and disrupting commerce; and 

WHEREAS, the CDC reports that people are most contagious when they are most symptomatic, 
but the virus is also spread by people who are infected, but asymptomatic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the CDC issued Interim Guidance for mass gatherings or large 
community events, stating that such events that consist of fifty (50) or more people should be 
cancelled or postponed; and 
















