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On April 8, 2024, Kent, along with much of the State of Ohio’s population, will have the 

opportunity to witness a once in a lifetime celestial event. There will be a Solar Eclipse and we 

will be in the path of totality, meaning the sun will be 98-100% covered by the moon as it passes 

between the Sun and the Earth. Because this is such a rare event and since past eclipses have 

brought many people from the simply curious to researchers into eclipse viewing areas, we are 

told to expect an influx of people to our area. Activities planning has been in progress by Main 

Street Kent and Kent Area Chamber of Commerce for several months. City safety forces are 

planning as well so the weekend (4/5-8/2024) events can go off as smoothly as possible allowing 

everyone to have a great experience in Kent. This is the first of several expected updates for 

Council with more to follow as events are confirmed. 



 

COUNCIL 
MEMORANDUM 

   
    
To: David Ruller, City Manager 

Jerry Fiala 
Councilmembers 

    
From: Tracy Wallach 
    
Date: October 4, 2023 
    
Item: 3.2. - Idling Car Ordinance (Tracy Wallach) 
     
 
Summary:   I am providing an update on the current idling of unattended cars ordinance that we 
already have with an update that would be a citywide ordinance, not just for City employees.  
  
  
Prepared by:   Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council 
   
Attachments: None 
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MEMORANDUM 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 

City of Kent Department of Public Service 
 

 
DATE: September 25, 2023 
 
TO:  Dave Ruller 
  Amy Wilkens 
 
FROM: Jim Bowling 

Chief Shearer 
 
SUBJECT: KCO 351.13 – TWENTY-FOUR HOUR PARKING LIMIT 
 
The Traffic, Engineering and Safety (TE&S) Committee reviewed section 351.13 of the Codified 
Ordinances, per City Council’s request. The review was to provide information and a 
recommendation on potentially revising the 24-hour time limit to park/store vehicles in the right-
of-way. The use of the public right-of-way gives distinct character to a street or neighborhood. 
For example, striped, formal parking with meters is indicative of a downtown commercial area. 
On-street parking without striping or centerline pavement markings (double yellow line) is 
indicative of a residential neighborhood, while no on-street parking and centerline markings are 
typical on higher volume streets. Neighborhoods and streets are distinct in character and a 
priority to Kent, as evident in the City’s Bicentennial Plan (“Protect Neighborhoods”) and 
Strategic Values (“Strong Distinct Neighborhoods”). Therefore, the review of the request to 
modify the time limits was based on this specific Kent value to have strong neighborhoods. 
 
In evaluating the request, consideration was given to the elimination of problems caused by the 
current time limit as well as potential consequences derived from changing the time limit. It is 
important to note that the current code (351.13) is focused on “storage” of vehicles, which 
includes parking for a consecutive 24-hour period. The main benefit of extending or eliminating 
the time limit is to provide additional land for parking/storing of private vehicles in the public 
realm. This would allow for the following circumstances that are more prevalent in 2023 than in 
in 1964 when the ordinance was passed: 
 

• More vehicles per household 
• Working from home requires fewer car trips than traveling to work. 

 
The potential consequences derived from extending or eliminating the limit include the 
following: 
 

• Abandoned/broken down vehicles could remain in the public space for longer periods of 
time 

• Higher density (student) housing could be enticed to use single family housing where 
parking is currently limited on private property. 
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• In neighborhoods near Kent State University, students who live on campus and want to 
park closer than is possible to park on campus or not pay for a permit could store/park 
their vehicle on public streets adjacent to campus. 

• More vehicles would likely be on the roadway when snow removal is needed. Whether 
the snowfall is above or below the snow ban. 

• More vehicles would likely be on the roadway when regular maintenance, such as street 
sweeping, is performed. 

 
In looking at the above benefits and potential consequences, it is difficult to choose a specific 
citywide time limit, or no limit, due to the unique nature of Kent Neighborhoods. For example, in 
Forest Lakes, where the development is newer. The lots are larger, the streets wider and the 
distance from Kent State University is farther. In that case, the residents may desire the ability to 
store/park cars longer in the public space. Another example is the University Heights 
Neighborhood. This neighborhood has larger lots, narrow streets and is across the street from 
Kent State University. In that case residents may not want the potential consequences from 
extending or eliminating the time limit to store/park vehicles. 
 
Based on the above information, the TE&S committee does not recommend revising the time 
limit on the City-wide ordinance for the entire community. However, if City Council desires, we 
could investigate allowing flexibility in the codified ordinances such that individual 
streets/neighborhoods could petition to change the parking limit in distinct areas. This would 
include the same process that residents currently use to request localized changes in the parking 
ordinance (KCO 353). 
 
Please let us know if there are any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C: Melanie Baker 
 Bridget Susel 
 Chief Shearer 
 Captain Samuels 
 Jon Giaquinto 
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 MEMORANDUM 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF KENT  
 

 
 
DATE:   September 18, 2023 
 
TO:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 
  
FROM: Tim Sahr, Development Engineer 
 
RE:  Acceptance of Perpetual Road and Public Utility Easement 
 
CC:  Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 

Jim Bowling, City Engineer 
Melanie Baker, Service Director 
Hope Jones, Law Director 
Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Courts 
Project file 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parcel 17-012-10-00-081-000 (200 W. Williams Street) is a privately held property currently 
owned by Hometown Bank.  The City’s roadway and underground utilities cross onto the parcel 
at the intersection of Walnut and Maple Streets.  
 
The City had a survey completed for the section of the private parcel where the roadway and 
utilities are located, and Hometown Bank has agreed to grant the City a perpetual road and 
public utility easement for this portion of the property.  Hometown Bank currently has the 
property up for sale and is working with the City to finalize legislative authorization of the 
easement so that it is in place prior to a property transfer to a future buyer. 
 
I am respectfully requesting time at the October 4, 2023 Council Committee meeting so a 
representative from the Community Development Department can discuss the proposed 
perpetual road and public utility easement in greater detail with members of Council and request, 
with emergency, the City’s acceptance of the perpetual road and public utility easement. 
 
Please let me know if you need any additional information in order to include this item on the 
agenda. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Attachments 
 



200 ft





MEMORANDUM 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 

City of Kent Department of Public Service 
 

 
DATE:  September 25, 2023 
 
TO:   Dave Ruller 
   Amy Wilkens 
 
FROM:  Jim Bowling 
 
SUBJECT:  24” Water Line Relocation – MOU with Kent State University 
 
 
The Service Department is requesting City Council’s consideration and approval of the attached 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Kent State University (KSU). The MOU specifies 
the requirements of both parties, Kent and KSU, for the relocation of the City’s 24” water line on 
KSU’s campus. The relocation is required to accommodate the expansion of KSU’s CAEST 
building on Summit Street. All funding required for this agreement has been previously 
appropriated.  
 
We thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C:  Rhonda Hall 
 Melanie Baker 
 Hope Jones 
 Rhonda Boyd 
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 2023 

 
 
 
The Health Department has been made aware of another opportunity from the 
Public Entities Pool (PEP) for a grant. This grant, if awarded, would be worth up 
to $1,000.00. We would like to use these funds for the purchase of an automatic 
defibrillator (AED), bleed kit, and wall mounted storage case with signage for the 
clinic space. 
 
If Council approves the Health Department applying for this grant, I would also 
like to request the awarded funds be appropriated when received to line: 

       001-02-520-205-7420.  Total award not to exceed $1,000.00. 
 
     The Health Department was also notified that we were awarded and extension of     
     the Health Eating and Active Living Grant (HEAL) for 2024. The amount has been  
     increased to $25,000.00. If approved, we ask these funds to be appropriated to    
     line:   001-02-520-201-7420. Total award not to exceed $25,000.00. 
 

 
         I respectfully ask City Council to approve acceptance of the PEP and HEAL grants       
         and if passed to allow Budget and Finance to appropriate the amounts as described  
        above. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Joan Seidel MA, BSN, RN, FAPIC, CIC 

     Health Commissioner  
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