
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-049 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING CHAPTER 773 OF THE KENT CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

TO ESTABLISH TOBACCO RETAILER DENSITY AND PROXIMITY PROVISIONS, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, every year tobacco products lead to the deaths of nearly one-half million 
Americans and drain more than $268 billion in directly related healthcare and lost productivity 
costs; and 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that tobacco use rates are affected by where tobacco 
retailers are located and how concentrated, or dense, they are in a given area; and 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that increased availability of tobacco products is associated 
with increases in both youth and adult smoking rates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County, Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That Kent City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, or his designee, to 
establish the Tobacco Retailer Density and proximity provisions per the attached Exhibit "A', 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
this City, for which reason and other reasons manifestJerthi Council this Ordinance is hereby 

declared to be an emergency measure and shall ta e effe t·�rm-,-,.,,_ir, force immediately after 
passage. 

August 16,2023 
PASSED: __________ _ 

Date 

EFFECTIVE : August 16, 2023

ATTEST: 

Date 
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